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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 00783 300552Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ACDA-12 CIAE-00 INR-07 IO-13 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 EB-08 NRC-05 OES-07 SOE-02 DODE-OO 
DOE-11 SS-15 SP-02 PM-05 DOEE-OO /108W 

086530 300557Z/17 

P R 300528Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8999 
INFO AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 783 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, EMIN, MNUC, KS, NE 

SUB J : KOREAN URANIUM EXPLORATION PLANS AND INTEREST IN POSSIBLE 
NIUE DEPOSITS 

REF: (A) STATE 14579, (B) WELLINGTON 291, (C) STATE 1491 1 

1 . IN SUPPORT OF PLANNED KOREA ELECTRIC CO (KECO) USE OF 
NUCLEAR POWER REACTORS TO GENERATE ELECTRICITY (ONE PLANT 
UNDERGOING STARTUP TESTING, TWO PLANTS IN SITE PREPARATION 
STAGE, AND SIX 1000 MWE CLASS PLANTS SCHEDULED FOR PURCHASE 
WITHIN THE NEXT TWO YEARS) ROK MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND 
MINERAL RESOURCES (MER) IS PROMOTING KOREAN PARTICIPATION IN 
OVERSEAS JOINT VENTURES INVOLVING URANIUM PROSPECTING AND 
MINING. 

2. OVERALL MER GOAL IS TO SECURE LONG TERM SUPPLY CONTRACTS 
FOR ALL PRIMARY FUELS, ESPECIALLY COAL AND URANIUM. FOCUS OF 
URANIUM INITIATIVES IS TO NEGOTIATE PURCHASE OF URANIUM FROM 
COMMERCIAL SUPPLIERS IN US, CANDADA AND AUSTRALIA AND TO 
SEEK JOINT VENTURE ARRANGEMENTS FOR PROSPECTING AND MINING 
OFCOMMERCIALLY USEFUL ORES IN LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

OF CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA, SOUTEAST ASIA, AND AFRICA. 

MER INTEREST IN POSSIBLE NIUE URANIUM DEPOSITS FITS WITH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 00783 300552Z 

GENERAL INTEREST IN SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE AREAS (AUSTRALIA, 

SOUTH AFRICA, PARAGUAY, BRASIL) BETWEEN 20 AND 35 DEGREES 
LATITUDE, WHERE A NUMBER OF COMMERCIAL GRADE ORE DEPOSITS 
EXIST AND OTHERS ARE EXPECTED TO BE FOUND. 

3. TECHNICAL PERSONNEL OF KOREA INSTITUTE OF GEOSCIENCE 
AND MINERAL RESOURCES (KIGAM) HAVE NOT STUDIED OR SURVEYED 
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NIUE DEPOSITS. PRESENTLY, THEY HAVE NO PLANS TO DO SO. 

POSSIBLE NIUE-ROKG COOPERATION IN THIS MATTER MAY BE UNDER 
CONSIDERATION AT GOVERNMENTAL POLICY LEVEL. PER INSTRUCTION 
REFTELS A AND C, WE HAVE NOT SOUGHT TO CONFIRM THIS 
OFFICIALLY. 

4. MER'S 1978 BUDGET, NOW IN APPROVAL PROCESS BECAUSE OF 
NEW MINISTRY STATUS, CALLS FOR FUNDS TO FIELD SEVEN 
OVERSEAS EXPLORATION TEAMS. 

STERN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: URANIUM, EXPLORATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SEOUL00783 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780044-0089 
Format: TEL 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 7/aaaaafuk.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c23efce3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 STATE 14579, 78 WELLINGTON 291, 78 STATE 14911 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3784642 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KOREAN URANIUM EXPLORATION PLANS AND INTEREST IN POSSIBLE NIUE DEPOSITS 
TAGS: ENRG, EMIN, MNUC, KS, NE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c23efce3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



